
rejOice in Lh awakening that i.. Lirrinrr the con ·ienee of the
outh and mu t. on put an end to the echo 1- for criminal.

To supplement th work of uch schools a we plead for, we
mu;;t ha\'e reformatorie' for youth, to train them in the princi­
ples of law and rder.

.\ second thin~ that the Xegro ~ot in the school of laver)' wa
I he pow I' of .'ustained work, The Jndian did not bend, and 0

we broke him. H. would not work and we wa ted him until
now only it remnant remain '. The ~egro ings at his work.
lIe adjusted himself to his el1\'ironment and ha made tremen­
dou' rrains throu<rh civilization,

'"
The Language of the Bible

In the next place he got the Engli h language, the language of
the Bible. and of Bun~·an. 1Iilton, and Tenny on. That is a
remarkable tribute of Profes or hailer, of Harvard, who said
that there are ten of thou ands of •egroes in thi country" who
have a better ense of EnO'lish than the pea ant classes of Great
Britain." They learned the Bible and wove the strains of psalm
and prophecy into their immortal melodie .

.\boye all. he got the Chri tian religion. Hi tory bear out
th word of the di tingui hed gue t of thi occa ion, General
John:ton, that there were thou and of roa tel'S who, through
missionaries and their own work, O'a\' religiou training to their
la\·e.. The tie: of religion bound the race together, and it seem

to me fundamental to our plan of work and to the permanent
. olution of this problem that the pirit of thi onfer nee, where
northern and outhem men. whit and black. are met toO'ether,
b carri d out in a larrrer way throuO'hout th outh, With the

•

majority of th colored race O'round'd in the principle of Jaw
and order, with the power of u tained work. with the English
lanl-{ua~e and th' principles of the Christian religion, we hay a
fonndation on whie-h to build.

To Meet the Needs of the Race

To meet the mental. moral. and rcIil-{ious needs of the race. I
would name four agencies: First. the home: .e ·ond. the ehool;
third the church: fourth. the Sunday-school. In any cheme. '.
of redemption, th home is fundamental, and th home is "where
moth I' is." Here we face the problem of h redity. I used to
tand dazed before the problem of heredit~·. I am now con­

yinced that cm'ironment mean mol' than heredil\·. Emer on
•

ma~' cry out, " lIol\' can I escap from my ance tor; how can

I draw off that drop of black blood that I drew from my father'
and my mother' vein ?" But the child, in spite of hereditm'~'

•

influences, ma~' be tmnsformed by the pO\yer of Christian influ-
ence .

In home and school, environment counts for more than hered·
ity. For example, I have full knowledge of all the facts with
reference to a O'irl who was taken from the streets of Savannah.

'"She did not know her father. It were better that she had not
known her mother. She was brought under the influence of a
Chri. tian chool and there converted, She grew up into a
tronO' noble hiO'h- ouled womanhood, For twenty-five year

0' '0

she has now been a teacher of the young, and hundreds under
her O'uidance have been brouO'ht under the influence of the spirit

'" '"and life of the Lord Je u. Thi example can be duplicated
many times in the Chri tian schools of the South.

The Agency of the Common School

Another agency on which we must depend for the uplifting of
the race is the common school. \Ve have to be thankful that
during the past generation most of the teachers in the colored
chool were trained in religious institutions, under the guidance

of Chri tian teachers. It is difficult to estimate this influence on
the pliable nature of the multitude of boys and O'irls who have. '"
been trained by them. Along with thi is the industrial school.
We mu t recognize the mental and moral, as well a the physical
value of industrial education. It trains to accuracy, honesty,

•

patience, perseverance, precision - and thi is moral education.
Mo t needy of all have been the schools for the higher education
of the race. In these have been trained the teachers, preacher.,
physician, and the moral and industrial leaders of a people.

It wa m" privileO'e twentv-five veal's aO'o to berrin the work
.7 I:) , J J b ' b

for the higher training of the negro ministry in Atlanta. Seven-
teen years of my life were built into this work and have taken
their place in the plans of God for the redemption of a race. Of
the nearly five huncL'ed candidates and ministers who received
traininO' in Gammon TheoloO'ical Seminary, about two hundred
of them went forth a O'raduate from a three years' course of'" .
tudy. \.t this time more than a core of these are in position

of leader hip that give them pre-eminent power among their
people. :.pl'. ~I. C. B. Mason, who e utterance here you ha\'e
recognized a being of great value and strength, is one of these,
and 0 i Dr. Cox, the cholarlr and ucce sful pre ident of
Philander mith College; and D~. E. M. Jones, assi. tant secre'


